Application No.: 09/747,100 



2 



Docket No.: 07415/000G540-US0 



AMENDMENTS TO THE SPECIFICATION 

On page 3, please delete the first paragraph and replace with the following: 

~ In another embodiment, the invention provides a method for purchasing lottery tickets 
over the Internet in a system including at least one server and at least one computer, where the at 
least one server stores group information[[,]] conceming a virtual group of purchasers of lottery 
tickets, and lottery information on at least one lottery. The method according to the embodiment 
comprises the steps of (a) electronically purchasing the lottery tickets according to the group 
information and the lottery information; (b) communicating results of the lottery ticket purchases to 
the purchasers using the group information; and (c) repeating steps (a) and (b) according to the 
group information and the lottery information, unless any of the group information and the lottery 
information is caused to be changed. — 

On page 3, please delete the fourth paragraph and replace with the following: 

~ FIG. 1 is a block diagram generally illustrating an Internet gaming system according to 
the invention; — 

On page 4, please delete the third paragraph and replace with the following: 

— FIG. 4 is FIGS. 4 A and 4B are a flow diagram illustrating an exemplary operation of a 
chat room for a group of lottery purchasers according to the invention, — 

On page 8, bridging page 9, please delete the first paragraph and replace with the 

following: 

FIG. 4 is FIGS. 4 A and 4B are a flow diagram illustrating an exemplary operation of a 
chat room for a group of lottery purchasers according to the invention. The chat room created for 
the exemplary virtual group 21 is provided by an ISP such as America Online™ (AOL™) or 
Prodigy™. The ISP is accessed (step 401 of FIG. 4A ) and the access is authorized and confirmed 
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(step 403), e.g., by entering a valid password at the computer 111. This password is communicated 
to the server 101 over the Internet. In step 405, it is determined whether any of the other 
purchasers, i.e., other members belonging to the virtual group 21, is online, i.e., connected to the at 
least one server provided by the ISP via the Internet. If not, the control flow passes to step 411, i.e. 
the chat room is accessed. If any one of the other purchasers is online, the control flow is directed 
to step 407 where it is determined whether the instant messaging service (such as Instant 
Messenger™) has been requested. If so, all of the other purchasers who are online at the time are 
notified by the instant messaging service that a new purchaser has logged on (step 409). If the 
instant messaging service is not requested in step 407, then the control flow is directed to step 411 
where the chat room is accessed. - 

On page 9, please delete the first paragraph and replace with the following: 

- Once the chat room is accessed in step 411, the access is confirmed (step 413), e.g., by 
entering a valid password at the computer 1 1 1 which is in communication with the server 101 over 
the Internet. A change menu for changing the group information or the lottery information is then 
displayed (step 415). In step 417, it is determined whether a change in any of the group information 
is requested. The group information comprise, e.g., the member list 201, which includes 
biographical information for each of the purchasers in the group; the member e-mail 202, which 
includes electronic mail (e-mail) addresses for the purchasers (if any); the member tel 203, which 
includes the telephone numbers for the purchasers (if any); the member fax 204, which includes the 
fax numbers for the purchasers (if any); and the member cell 205, which includes the cellular 
telephone numbers for the purchaser (if any). If no change is requested in step 417, the control flow 
passes to step 425. If change is requested in step 417, that change is stored in the server 101 (step 
419). Any changes effecting the chat room stored and implemented as well (step 421). Once the 
change is authorized and authenticated in step 423, the control flow is directed to step 425 (FIG. 
4B}. - 
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On page 9, bridging page 10, please delete the second paragraph and replace with the 

following: 

" fe As shown in FIG. 4B, in step 425[[,]] it is determined whether in any of the lottery 
information is being requested. The lottery information comprises, e.g., the lottery type 206, which 
includes the types of lottery tickets the purchasers desire to procure (e.g., the state lottery of any of 
the 50 states in the U.S. or the provinces of Canada, the lottery sponsored by any U.S. territory such 
as Puerto Rico or the U.S. Virgin Islands); the purchase volume 207, which includes the number of 
lottery tickets the purchasers desire to procure; the purchase interval 208, which includes the 
frequency of the lottery ticket purchases; the number selection 209 which includes the manner and 
method for selecting entry numbers for the lottery tickets (e.g., computer-generated or arbitrary 
number selection); the distribution method 210, which includes the manner of delivering the lottery 
tickets to the purchasers (if needed); the notice method 211, which includes the method of notifying 
the purchasers of the results of the lottery ticket drawings; the tracking interval 212, which includes 
the frequency of monitoring or tracking the results of the lottery ticket drawings; the payment 
method 213, which includes the method of payment designated by the purchasers for the purchasing 
of the lottery tickets (e.g., credit cards or wire transfer); and the website post 214, which includes 
the manner of displaying the results for viewing by the purchasers. If change is not requested in 
step 425, the control flow passes to step 431. If change is requested in step 425, that change is 
stored in the server 101 (step 427). Once the change is authorized and authenticated in step 429, the 
control flow is directed to step 431. 
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